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Ex-Harrington official guilty of theft

Daughter, son-in-law
also guilty of
stealing $100,000

By Jamie-Leigh Bissett
Delaware State News

DOVER — Harrington’s former
finance director pleaded guilty to
felony theft and forgery charges
Wednesday at her final case re-
view just days before her trial was
set to begin in Kent County Supe-
rior Court.

Christine H. Truitt pleaded to
one count of theft of $100,000 or
more and two counts of second-
degree forgery.

According to state sentencing
laws, Truitt faces a maximum sen-
tence of 18 years in prison with no
minimum prison sentence.

As part of the plea agreement,
prosecutors dropped the rack-
eteering, conspiracy and four
counts of second-degree forgery
charges listed in the indictment.

Christine H.
Truitt

Truitt’s daughter, Nina Grimes,
and son-in-law, Shaun Grimes,
also pleaded guilty Wednesday to
one count of theft of $100,000 or
more.

Under sentencing laws, the
Grimeses each face a maximum
sentence of 15 years in prison.

However, the plea agreement
said prosecutors recommended
limiting Nina Grimes’ sentence to
one year.

All three face sentencing Jan.
15.

Messages left for Truitt’s attor-
ney, P. Scott Wilson, of Dover, and
Shaun Grimes’ attorney Ronald

Nina
Grimes

D. Phillips Jr,
of Georgetown,
were not re-
turned Wednes-
day afternoon.
Nina Grimes’
attorney, John R.
Garey, of Dover,
said he had no

Shaun comment.
Grimes As part of the
agreement, the

three defendants agreed to forfeit
to the city of Harrington any inter-
est in all the property seized during
the investigation.

The agreement went on to
say, “If the property is sold by the
town, the restitution amount will
be reduced by the amount real-
ized from the sale.”

State police said property
seized ‘during the investigation
in April and May includes a 2005
Toyota Prius, a 2001 Lincoln Navi-
gator, a 1986 Winnebago, a 2006
Chrysler Sebring, a 1996 Honda
motorcycle, televisions, guns and
jewelry.

Truitt was arrested May 3 and
the Grimes’ were arrested May 4
shortly after Truitt resigned from
her position as finance director
April 20.

The three were indicted in July
and were scheduled for trial Mon-
day.

Harrington Mayor Robert E.
“Gene” Price Jr. said Wednesday
in an e-mail statement that he feels
“very, very strongly that the court
should not impose anything less
than full restitution and a signifi-
cant period of incarceration for all
defendants.

“This crime was against every
man, woman and child in Har-
rington and they are deserving of
full justice.”

Mayor Price went on to say that
the city “will be anxiously await-
ing, and definitely attending, the
sentencing in January.”

Post your opinions in the Public
Issues Forums at newszap.com
News editor Jamie-Leigh Bissett
can be reached at 398-3206

or jlhughes @newszap.com



